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Zion Episcopal Church

We share Christ’s love and grace with joy, respect, and compassion.

This Week at Zion...

Saturday, July 4t

Sunday, July 5t

Telephone: (304) 725-5312 | Email: office@zionepiscopal.net

Independence Day | 250 Anniversary
Thrift Shop Closed

Pentecost 6

Our altar flowers today are given for the glory of God and in loving of Earl “Sonny”
Poston by Linda Poston, and Arthur and Mary Jane Taylor by Eileen Davis.

8:00 am — 9:00 am
Scheduled to Serve

Altar Guild

Lay Eucharistic Minister
Ushers

Hospitality

9:15 am — 10:15 am
10:30 am — 11:30 am
Scheduled to Serve

Gospeller

Altar Guild

Verger

Crucifer

Lay Reader

Intercessor

Lay Eucharistic Minister
Ushers

Hospitality

5:00 pm — 6:00 pm

Holy Eucharist: Rite I

Laurie Ruddy, Linda Work
Richard Seckinger

Don and Patsy Noland

Jim Ruddy, Linda Work

Bible Study | The Parlors
Holy Eucharist : Rite II

The Rev. Deacon Nicole Taggart
Joanne Mclsaac, Sandy Coughlin
Lee Wilson

Colin Harp

Greg Harp

Jamie Wilson

Jamie Wilson

Stephanie Harp, Randy Hilton
Urath Gibson, Stephen Hall

Community Meal Ministry | Social Hall



Monday, July 6t
9:00 am — 12:00 pm

Tuesday, July 7t
5:00 pm — 6:00 pm

Wednesday, July 8t
9:00 am — 12:00 pm
5:00 pm — 6:00 pm
7:00 pm — 8:30 pm
Friday, July 10t
Saturday, July 11t

Sunday, July 12t
8:00 am — 9:00 am

Scheduled to Serve

Altar Guild

Lay Eucharistic Minister
Ushers

Hospitality

9:15 am — 10:15 am
10:30 am — 11:30 am

Scheduled to Serve

Altar Guild

Verger

Crucifer

Torchbearers

Gospel

Lay Reader

Intercessor

Lay Eucharistic Minister
Ushers

Hospitality

5:00 pm—6:00 pm

Zion Ecumenical Food Pantry | Ed. Building

Community Meal Ministry | Social Hall

Thrift Store Open
Community Meal Ministry | Social Hall
Vestry Meeting | Parlors

Office Closed

Pentecost 7
Holy Eucharist: Rite I

Laurie Ruddy, Linda Work
Linda Work

Jim and Laurie Ruddy
Jim Ruddy, Linda Work

Bible Study | The Parlors
Holy Eucharist : Rite II

Joanne Mclsaac, Sandy Coughlin
Lee Wilson

Lucy Peyton

Isla Wildman, Rightly Wildman
Winnie Wildman

Brenda Whittington

Brenda Whittington
Betina Peyton, Ken Fanelli
Ken Fanelli

Community Meal Ministry | Social Hall



A Visit from The Rev. Deacon Nicole Taggart...

This weekend The Rev, Deacon Nicole Taggart will be serving with Rev.
Johanna at our 10:30 am service of Holy Eucharist. Please be sure to extend a
warm Zion welcome to her following the service during coffee hour!

Deacon Nicole was ordained to the permanent diaconate by
Bishop Cowden on November 16, 2025. Before ordination, she
served as a lay chaplain at San Francisco General Hospital and
led worship services at the Episcopal Sanctuary Homeless
Shelter and the San Francisco County Jail. Professionally, she
brings more than 25 years of social services experience, with a
focus on supporting disabled adults.

Deacon Nicole studied at the Episcopal School for Deacons in Berkeley,
California, and at the Stevenson School for Ministry. She serves several parishes
in the Eastern Panhandle, while Trinity, Martinsburg remains her home parish.

She loves local history and enjoys guiding visitors through Old Norbourne
Cemetery, the graveyard of the original Trinity Martinsburg. A Sharks hockey
fan, Deacon Nicole likes to note that after her first hockey reference in a sermon,
her team had the first goalie fight in its history —there was no connection, except
in her imagination. She lives with two rescue dogs, Hildegard and Ruby, who
help her stay grounded.

Healing Hearts Quilts...

Healing Hearts quilts are now available to be picked up from our N/
parish office and taken to those in need of comfort and prayers.
Please be sure to sign them out and let us know who to hold in
our prayers. Quilts may be picked up during our parish office
hours: Monday through Thursday, 9 am to 2 pm.

JCCM Food Pantry News...

Requested donations for JCCM: Food Items: Canned chicken/
tuna, canned meat (beef stew, chili, SPAM, Chef Boyardee, and
Jelly. Personal Care Items: Shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, deodorant, dish soap, laundry detergent, and
razors. This past week Zion donated 40 pounds of food to JCCM.




Funeral Support Update from Rev. Johanna...
Heartfelt Thanks

Last Tuesday, I requested compassionate support for a vulnerable individual
who needed financial assistance to help cover basic burial arrangements for her
husband, who had passed away unexpectedly the day before. Your response
was immediate and generous. I have been asked to share with you her heartfelt
thanks to everyone who donated and offered prayers on her behalf. Your
kindness, compassion, and generosity have made a meaningful difference by
easing the anxiety and stress of this sudden loss, and she is deeply grateful.

From Rev. Johanna...

This weekend, our nation celebrates a remarkable milestone — two
hundred and fifty years of independence. It is a moment worth
pausing over. The Collect for Independence Day — a prayer written
specifically for the Fourth of July in our Book of Common Prayer —
offers a great deal of history and perhaps a great deal of grace as well.

Lord God Almighty, in whose Name the founders of this country won liberty for
themselves and for us, and lit the torch of freedom for nations then unborn: Grant that
we and all the people of this land may have grace to maintain our liberties in
righteousness and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Back on Memorial Day weekend, we closed our service with a hymn that has
been sung in American churches for nearly two centuries — O beautiful for
spacious skies. The words were written by Katherine Lee Bates, and they are
powerful in every year. But this year, they landed differently. As we sang,
something stirred in me that caught me off guard. My heart was filled with
emotion — pride and deep sadness, all at once.

Pride for who we are when we stand united together, for the beauty of what this
country has been and can be. And sadness — honest, aching sadness — for who
we have become in these difficult and dark days — a nation that so often feels
divided against itself, struggling to find its way back to something solid and
good.

I happen to know I was not the only one present that day experiencing the
tension between differing emotions. And yet — and this is what I want to hold



onto— even in that bittersweet moment, there was hope. Because the words of
that hymn, like the words of our Collect for July 4t, remind us that we are not
without a foundation. We are not without grace. And grace, I believe, is exactly
what our country needs most right now.

The Collect for July 4 asks for something specific. It doesn't simply ask that we
enjoy our freedoms. It asks that we have grace to maintain them — in
righteousness and in peace. That word "maintain" suggests that freedom is not
something we simply possess, like an heirloom tucked away in a cabinet. To
maintain something requires tending; it asks something of us.

And the Collect names what that something is: grace. Not willpower. Not pride.
Not even good intentions. Grace — which is always, at its root, a gift from God,
working through us and in us and sometimes, honestly, despite us.

Gratitude, I think, is the doorway into that grace. When we are truly thankful —
not just on July 4%, but in the everyday ways we treat our neighbors, speak
about those with whom we disagree, and show up in our communities — we
begin to live as people who know they have received something precious. And
people who know they have received something precious tend to handle that
precious gift with care.

As you head into this holiday weekend, let gratitude be your practice, not just a
feeling. And at some point this weekend — perhaps in a quiet moment before
the fireworks begin — call to mind the words of the second verse of that
familiar hymn:

O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife,
who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than life!

America! America! God mend thine every flaw,
confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law.

Sing the words out loud or simply let them rest in your heart; hold both the
pride and the sadness, the beauty and the brokenness. Don't look away from
either one. Because it is precisely in that honest, bittersweet place that grace
does its deepest work.

Pace é bene,
Johanna+



Zion Ecumenical Food Pantry (ZEFP) News...

Alice Ellis, has assumed responsibility for the overall management
of ZEFP. If you would like to participate in this ministry, please
contact Alice by cell phone at (703) 727-2985 or by email at
masudduth@mindspring.com.

Shepherdstown Shares and Zion Ecumenical Food Pantry (ZEFP) have entered
into a six-month partnership to support local families facing food insecurity and
other basic needs. Through this agreement, Shepherdstown Shares will provide
up to $1,800 in seed funding from July through December 2026 to help ZEFP
purchase nutritious groceries and personal care items for the households it
serves.

A ministry of Zion Episcopal Church, ZEFP is an ecumenical partnership with
St Agnes Roman Catholic Church and Shepherdstown Presbyterian Church.
The pantry is currently serving three families through regular pantry deliveries.
It is anticipated that this ministry will expand as additional needs are identified.
This ecumenical partnership reflects a shared commitment to compassionate
and practical support for neighbors in Jefferson County.

ZEFP Donation Requests:

Shelf Stable Milk
Diapers: Newborn, Sizes 4 and 5
Cumin
Coffee
Fruit Juice
Canned Meats
Plain Rice
Dried Beans/Lentils
Paper Towels
Toilet Paper

Please Note
If you wish to donate items to ZEFP, please drop your items off at our Parish
Office: Monday through Thursday, 9 am to 2 pm. Items donated on Sunday
mornings via our Red Wagon are designated for JCCM’s Food Pantry.


mailto:masudduth@mindspring.com

A Request from Bishop Matthew...

Facilities Manager | Peterkin Camp & Conference Center
Romney, West Virginia

Peterkin is seeking a full-time Facilities Manager to help care for and maintain
our beloved camp facilities, grounds, water and wastewater systems, pool, and
shared spaces. This mission-centered role is ideal for someone with strong
maintenance and leadership skills who is joyfully committed to serving our
community, stewarding our resources, and supporting the daily operations that
make Peterkin a welcoming place for all who enter our gates. Compensation is
commensurate with experience, with a target range of $35,000-$50,000 per year,
plus benefits. Candidates should be able to work on site in Romney, WV, and
obtain required water, wastewater, and pool operation certifications within
three months of hire. For a full job description, please contact our parish office
(304) 725-5312.

Parish News...
July Vestry Meeting | Wednesday, July 8t at 7 pm in the Parlors

Our July vestry meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 8" at 7 pm in the
Parlors. Reports due to the vestry should be submitted by 12 pm on Tuesday,
July 7. All are welcome to attend.

JCCM Shelter

As many of you know, Zion recently began hosting
JCCM'’s shelter in our Hauser Room. Unfortunately, a
broken pipe in our social hall’s bathroom plumbing
meant we could no longer provide shelter space. This
past week, a thank-you note was delivered by one of the
guest of the shelter to our parish office expressing
gratitude to Zion for opening our doors in a time of need.

Please stop by the parish office Monday through Thursday, between 9 am and 2
pm, to see and read the heartfelt notes from those who appreciated your
welcome and kindness. For the curious who may be wondering, JCCM’s shelter
is currently located at the Baha'i Community Center in Ranson. As for the
plumbing situation, it is hoped that the repairs will be completed soon.



Prayer Requests...

For Those Who Are Housebound...
Marian Auer, Jean Hale, Earl and Bertha Kelican, Edna Phillips, Doris Starks.

For Those on our Parish Prayer List...

Those in nursing homes, assisted living, and rehabilitation centers Annette, Pat,
Doug, Michael, Mary Bruce, Jim, Leo, Peggy, Donna, Lucas, Ava, Owen, P.T.,
Tom, Sharon, Jim, Mary Jane, Bobbie, Don, Kassidy, Kelly, Ruth, Lousie, Becky,
Barbara, Jennifer, Karmen, Tyler, Bob, Alison, Richard, Dennis, Renee, Lori,
Evan, Bertie, Brad, Robert, Rusty, Joshua, Diane, Michele, Patrick, Karen, Brian,
Joyce, Phil, Melissa, Ruby, Chris, Donna, Kimberly, Megan, Thomas, Royal,
Lisa, Claudia, and Reggie.

For the Men and Women Serving in our Armed Forces...
Andrew, Blake, Bill, Bridget, Sean, Dakotah, and Andrew.

For Those Who Have Died...
Earl “Sonny” Poston, Arthur and Mary Jane Taylor, and Raheim Doleman.

For Those Celebrating Birthdays July:

Paula Turner, 1st Fred Kratz, 16th Jamie Wilson, 23rd
Jack Coulter, 5t Andrew Skinner, 16th Adie Amore, 26t
Hsiu Liacos, 8th Porter Yuhasz, 17t Rebecca Morgan, 26t
Victoria Sinnett, 7t Ashley Longerbeam, 17" George Olen, 29t
Derek Neve, 9th Becky McGivern, 19t Dawn Pitzer, 29t
Marie Everman, 10t Bertha Kelican, 20t Ann Paonessa, 30t
Alice Ellis, 13th Doris Starks, 30t

If you are celebrating a birthday this month and your name does not appear on
the list above, please send an email or call our parish office so that we can add
your birthday to our birthday list! (Email: office@zionepiscopal.net or phone:
(304) 725-5312)



